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WHY’D I SAY THAT? 

FLYING BY THE SEAT OF YOUR PANTS    

Meaning: To do something without planning, to change 

course midstream, to figure things out as you go. 

Origin: Before airplanes had advanced instruments 

and flight control systems, and 

even now, planes are pi-

loted by feel. Pilots can feel 

the reactions of the plane 

in response to their actions 

at the controls. Most of the 

feel or feedback comes through 

the seat of the pants.   if you are "flying by the seat of your 

pants" you are responding to the feedback received.    

PUSHING THE ENVELOPE    

Meaning: To approach or exceed known performance 

boundaries. 

Origin: This expression derived from the US Air Force 

test pilot program in the late 1940's. The envelope refers to 

an airplane's performance capabilities. The limits of the 

planes ability to fly at speeds and altitudes and under certain 

stresses is what is known as its perform-

ance envelope. It's an "envelope" in 

the sense that it contains the 

ranges of the plane's abili-

ties. "Pushing the envelope" 

originally meant flying an air-

craft at, or even beyond, its 

known or recommended limits.    
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HELL HATH NO FURY LIKE A VESTED INTEREST MASQUERADING AS A MORAL PRINCIPLE  

BE FAITHFUL IN SMALL THINGS; IN THEM YOUR STRENGTH LIES 

 

Dear Fred; someone called me a ‘redneck’ yesterday.  Since 

then I have not been able to decide if I am a sunburn union sym-

pathizer or simply against the Church of England.  What do you 

think? - Signed, WellRed in my Neck of the Woods 

Dear Wellread; you might be all three!  Although the term may 

just describe the end result of driving around in a pickup truck all 

day, the term ‘redneck’ has an ambiguous and murky past.  

There are those neo-modernists who consider the term to mean 

an unsophisticated person from Appalachia.  Though, generi-

cally, it has been used to describe anyone who, in the course of 

performing their chosen profession, receive a lot of sun on the 

back of their necks.  Another, earlier, reference seems to be from 

the late 1700’s.  There was a movement in Scotland to embrace 

the Presbyterian church and to reject any church run by bishops.  

The Scots who were involved signed, in blood, a document 

pledging themselves to fight for their position.  To signify their 

affiliation with that movement, they took to wearing a red piece 

of cloth around their necks.  Many of these people immigrated to 

the south and to the Appalachia area.   

Another famous use of the term comes from the coal miners in 

Appalachia who wore red bandanas around their neck to identify 

themselves as they fought, sometimes violently for the right to 

unionize.  These battles for the rights of miners became known 

as the ‘Red Neck War”. 
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SMART PEOPLE SPEAK FROM EXPERIENCE. SMARTER PEOPLE, FROM EXPERIENCE, DON’T SPEAK  

HE WHO HAS SLIGHT THOUGHTS OF SIN, NEVER HAD GREAT THOUGHTS OF GOD - JOHN OWEN  

A CLOUD CAN WEIGH MORE THAN A MILLION POUNDS  
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THE ONLY PERSON WHO HAS TIME TO ROCK THE BOAT IS THE ONE WHO ISN’T ROWING  

THE LETTER Q DOESN’T APPEAR IN ANY STATE NAME 

GREAT IS THE LORD; HIS UNDERSTANDING IS INFINITE 
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PSYCHOLOGISTS SAY PEOPLE WITH HOBBIES ARE NOT LIKELY TO GO CRAZY – BUT THIS DOESN’T APPLY TO THE PEOPLE THEY LIVE WITH  

GOD GRANT THAT I MAY NOT SO MUCH SEEK TO BE CONSOLED AS TO CONSOLE OTHERS 
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THERE IS NOTHING THAT MAN CAN DO TO YOU, THAT GOD CANT USE FOR GOOD  

DOLPHINS SLEEP WITH ONE EYE OPEN  
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"LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE." 1 CORINTHIANS 16:14  

NEWS FLASH! ARCHDUKE FRANZ FERDINAND FOUND ALIVE.  FIRST WORLD WAR A MISTAKE!  

 

THE T-REX’S CLOSEST LIVING RELATIVE IS THE CHICKEN  

* The fuller your refrigerator, the more energy-efficient it is. 

* In 2005, a Powerball drawing had a stunning 110 second-

place winners, all of whom attributed their luck to ... a fortune 

cookie. No foul play was involved, just a Chi-

nese fortune cookie distribution 

factory named Wonton Food, 

which happened to correctly 

foretell five of the six winning 

numbers. Each grateful recipient 

took home between $100,000 and $500,000. 

* Children of identical twins are genetically siblings, not cous-

ins. 

* Notwithstanding the fact it has no feathers, beak or talons, 

the Goodyear Blimp is the official bird of Redondo Beach, 

California. 

* James Cameron sold the film rights to "The Terminator" for 

$1. It went on to earn a worldwide total of $78.3 million at the 

box office in 1984. 

* The comb jelly, aka the warty comb jelly, sea walnut or 

Mnemiopsis leidyi, is the only known animal to have a tran-

sient anus -- or, in more common parlance, a disappearing butt. 

* The green code in "The Matrix" was actually created from 

symbols in the code designer's wife's sushi cookbook. 

* Comic Sans, designed by Vincent Connare in 1995, has been 

labeled the world's most hated font. Even its creator isn't much 

of a fan, admitting that he has only used it once, to 

write a complaint letter to his internet provider. At 

least he received a refund. 

* Australia's Lake Hillier and Hutt Lagoon 

are known for their vibrant pink and lilac 

hues, due to the presence of the algae 

Dunaliella salina. 

* Master of suspense Alfred Hitch-

cock was an ovophobe, or someone 

who is frightened of eggs. 

Thought for the Day: "There is something beautiful about all 

scars of whatever nature. A scar means the hurt is over, the 

wound is closed and healed, done with." -- Harry Crews 
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